




































WALTERBORO 
Colleton County Seat Scrapbook 

This item from the Colleton County Memorial Library Archives is one of several student          

projects that were originally preserved in the library’s Vertical File. Now a part of the historical 

archives, they can be enjoyed as a wonderful time capsule of the town as it existed for these 

students, their family and their community.  

Item Name: Walterboro: Colleton County Seat Scrapbook 

Made By: Jean O’Keeffe (1936 - 2020) 

Approximate Date: 1956/1957 

This scrapbook was created by a young local woman named Jean 

O’Keeffe, likely while she was attending Wesleyan University in 

1956 or 1957. O’Keeffe was the daughter of Edwin and Reba 

O’Keeffe. Her family moved to Walterboro from Brooklyn, New York 

sometime after 1935. She is featured in several issues of Walter-

boro High School’s “The Lair” yearbooks including the 1952 and 1953 editions (available at 

colletonyearbooks.colletongenealogysociety.org).  The image (right) is from the 1953 WHS 

“The Lair” which was digitized by the Colleton Genealogy Society.  

After high school Jean O’Keeffe attended Wesleyan University from which she graduated in 

1958, at some point during which she created the scrapbook which would end up in the Verti-

cal File of the new library. She married at least twice, first to James Gray Henderson and then 

to  Joseph Bacon Fraser. She passed away in Hilton Head, South Carolina in 2020.  

Item Description: The scrapbook consists of 14 typewritten pages bound in a cardboard cov-

er, tied together with grey yarn. It features images of the town cut out of local newspapers as 

well as cropped postcards of the town and county. A large fold out map of Walterboro, pro-

duced by the local Chamber of Commerce in the mid-1950s is pasted on the inside of the 

back cover. O’Keeffe mentions the Colleton County Library, the Walterboro Chamber of Com-

merce and Charleston’s “The News and Courier” as her sources of information for the report 

which gives an overview of town as it existed in the mid-1950’s. 

Digitization & Research by: Reference Librarian Elizabeth Laney, January 2022.  
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