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svidence has been saown, how for many years Blacis
wore oreated as slaves, toys and even playmates. alter
ANy years of naving cruel treatment donetb theizi,
Blacks were Tinally granted the rigat to be counted as a
citizen and chen the ri ht to vote. hven:thuugh they
were considered as egual as the white man in the Constibu-
tion, olacks were still treutved with discﬁimin¢tion. 1o
end discriminacion against blacks, the Hational Associa-
t.on for the aAdvanceaient or Colored People was rounded.
In 1909, 69 blaci and white citizens created the KA.CP to
secure better and ewual living in the United States If'or
blaci citizens. wven tiougn otaer races and minorities
have beneiited, the NAACY was primarily created and is
currently woriin; for the advancement of Blacks or Colored
reo.le. Along with other countics in douﬁh Carolina,
Colletun County has an active NAACP committee. The Presi-
deat is Mr. Thelmage wiggins., By diifferent ccontroversial
issue. about discriminacion that is continually existing
against blucks, the NAACP shows up defending with the no-
tive of ¢.uzl rizhts for all,

vuring the desegregacion period, on April 12, 1,73,
teachers, and students were probably just.getting familiur

with blacs and white scudents. IHowever, black adult business-
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men were svill having a hard vime finding jobs and positici:
et they jualiried for better tian whites., This is when
.the HadaCr talkes a stand and boyccits fur jobs, if not, ey
Dositions “ho. they ,ualified for. Along with boycovting,
the NaaCu chogse to continue tune selective buying uncil
county or cit; officizls took uctions to eliminate discri-
minat.on with the unfair hiring among black residents.

The Fresident, Halei;h Williams, at ?hat time, wus
Mirm ans to the point. wue stated, "This and other things
are long overdue.  Until thie council actsi we shall continue
to react." Along with his ability to run.a business and
lead the NaaCP, williams took coumand and:said, "Other
actions weuld ve taken in addition or in place of the boy -
cott il the wresolutions were not adopted." By going as
far as to say, "de're not trying to hurt the merchants by
boycotting, but they ha.e the power to urze city council
to act on our complaints," williams saows that he wos only
ror tne good of ejuili., shown to all.

On May 8, 1973, the NiaCP had declarcd a moratorium
on its boyc.tt of white-owned fir.s pendiﬂg uie outcome of
a planned meeting with city ofiicials. Tﬁe original leet-
ing was cancelled because of a conflict of the lia.CP's own
meeting in Smoaiks, so the NiaaCP officials had to decline.
however, it was stated by the HaiCP and city council that
taey would meet in the near future. wvidence was not
shown wiere they ever nmet, not thut one could find that is.

However, the WAACP officials stated, if actions werc .ot declaved t.u
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sculd hav. to travel that road azain.

iAnother caséfwhere che HaaCP's Torner President, .uileizh
willia..s stands up supporting the Constitution. The Consti-
tution has and always ha§ Loiced th.t W11 .en .ve created
cqual, even if the Executive branch did aut enf.rce it and/or
the Judiciat beanch did nut carry it out. In 1967, w group
of people calling themselves the '"Blue Dqt“ committee wvas
enc.uragiag selective buying awong walterboro businesscs to
protect unfair hiring praciices aiaong black residents.

Former Colleton County NAACP Fresident Rﬁleigh Williaius,
Chairman of Blue Dot, said the seleccive buying is not a
boycott. The protest sturted after a wuite applicant was
chosen to the director's position for the Department of
woclzl wervices., Williaws said tie HaaCr is not included in
the selective buying; wvut is buacking the eifort.

The problem began hen the Colieton County Leoartinent
of Jocial oervice name: .dchwend orawdy as director of the
county u:.3 departient. rthe deciding vote was cast by board
chairmain  HYum murray who biroke a 2 to 2 tie. The other
capndidaces T'or the osition was Norris ﬁéardon. Blucics nud
besun picieting in front of Culleton Drug. Tae picitets acie
handi:_ out leaflets urging shogspers not to sho: at Colleton
vrug. 'He does not feel the needs for the blacks," the
leaflet claims.

4illioquis wsaid the grouy feels tuat anytime a ood posicioun

comes ogen, the whites .n the county always say tlat a waite
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verson s xmore yualified, 10 wmatter how muca education and
Jjob knosledge a black persc. may have. "Blacks are alw.ys
the 1last to be hired, and tie first to be fired." williains
set zaid taat the selective buyin_ will continue until the
conditions sct rorth in their complaints weie net.

wven tacugh the signs the blacks were carrying arcund
Colleton vrug Sture were to tiew the truth, the store's
owner dlisasress with then heavily,. Murray, the store'ls
owner, noted cthat the department's hiring practices could
sardiy be called discriminatory, iecause of 104 positions
under tne county DsSS department, 59 are held by blacks.

Ze will never know if Drawdy was more yualified than feardon,
because searden was not given the chance to prove himself,
but it still shows up to be a factor in sbme way or another
that sciletimes, in Reardon's case, blacks are denied the
position because of his racc,

In 1987, the famous school referendum's prceposals ere
rejected by collecon voters, zrter an atteist by the Col.eton
vounty's NAaCF to naltc Tuesday's school referendum fiiled in
the U.S. District Court the day before. The jud_e presiding
was Judge Sol _latt, Jr. Jud.e slatt said at the hearing
thnat the plantiffs hud to prove that tney?would be harasd
more 1r -he election wgs ccnducted than the defendents wou.d
be harmed ir' the election wus postponed, Judge Slutt refus-
ed to postpone the eleciici, stating he could not find 4y

compelling reason to, The suit was initiated Ly wAACP members:
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Glenn rinc.ney, Norris seardon, and w.P. Lloyd. They

charsed specifically thet Colleton Lounty Council had not

sroper prucedure b
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folloved not obtaining preclearance

from the U.5. Justice Departuient.prior to the referendum,
Primarily, the NaaCP efforts were directed at tne sin_ le-
menber districting pl.n coexted by the Governor's Ulfice

2t the re.uest of the dele_ation. In this coniroversy
) |
the Jresident, Thelma e Wi_gins does not speak out, so
theic was no inforaation chit could be recclived about hii.
Slac. s aure classified aus doing the @ost crimes, being
|
the m.st outcast, and being the poorest qhan other races,
but yet they aire the 1 Znorities. Iiow can blacks be a rinor-

ities und are majorities when it comes down to bui.:z the worss

22rsen and the worst Criminals. There is evidence that whites

i

are ore in number as being poor than the "so culled' ninor-
ity r.ce, the 3lack muil,

Only .. Jew things have chunged since the 1965 Civil signts
act, zver .i.h the NaaCk trying to bring about ejuul rizhts to
all, Howovery things arc goin_ to change. Soon there will be
e -uality and jiStice 111 b served to those who try .nd stand
wganst ite  Lnere will be equality and not any one ruce will

doalnate.  Only those who are in the good for the councey wnd

the people. There will be no ucre giving credit where it is

not due. With this effort, America can become & gre.t nation.

-

along with the words of the sluin, civil rights leadcer, Dr,
ihrtin Luther idng, Jr. when he said, "if we allow freedom to
PiNZesssees i€ We ulloi frreedoil to IiNgeseeeslierican will be

"
a zreit nation.



