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• One of the original US Highways from 1926.  

• Extended to Walterboro, SC in 1935. 

• Covers almost 800 miles through six states: 

South Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia, 

Maryland, Pennsylvania and New York.  

• Walterboro, SC is the southernmost point 

of Route 15.  

The Press & Standard for January 23, 1935 



For most of the 20th century Walterboro’s growth was directly tied to  

highways & interstates which brought tourists traveling between New    

England and Florida, as is shown in this Press & Standard article from 1934. 



1920’s Motorist Map 

This map from the late 1920’s shows how isolated Walterboro (red star) 

was from the main driving routes. This map was published around 1925, just 

before the first U.S. Highway System was established.  

Map from “Know Your Own State” travel booklet published by Standard Oil Company, circa 1925. 
In the archival collection of the Colleton County Memorial Library. 



Under Construction 

Here we see the Lafayette Highway, the future US 15 under construction in 

Colleton County around 1925-26. This highway would bring tourists from 

northern points flooding into Walterboro on their way to Florida.  

Map from “Know Your Own State” travel booklet published by Standard Oil Company, circa 1925. 
In the archival collection of the Colleton County Memorial Library. 



This postcard from 1934 shows the Lord Colleton Hotel at the corner of  Washington and Wichman 

Streets, across from the modern Colleton Museum & Farmer’s Market. It was one of two popular  

hotels in Walterboro owned by Albert Novit (The Lord Colleton & Lady Lafayette Hotels).  

Yemassee, SC - Oct 21, 1934 

Just a line to let you know I haven’t forgotten you. Hope to get back in Norfolk by Nov 

15th 34. On my way to Florida on a short trip.    Lewis 

1934 



The Isaac Hayne Hotel was torn down in the 1980’s but use to sit on Jefferies Blvd. where the new 

city parking lot is across from the courthouse. It was built in 1937 for tourists traveling from New 

England to Florida on US 15 and named for SC Revolutionary War hero Isaac Hayne. 

Walterboro, SC Dec 11, 1938 

Got here 5 P.M. Modern hotel in small town… Today has been beautiful and very comfortable. Hope to 

make Jacksonville tomorrow & Deland Monday P.M. early. Cotton fields seemed to have been picked this 

year. We came from Raleigh on 15A & liked it much better than the 301 we were on last year. Fine roads 

and very little traffic. Hope you are both well.   Love M.  

1938 



This postcard from 1940 shows the Little Library in its 120th year! It was still an active library and 

Miss Amelia Fraser was the librarian. It would be 16 more years before the modern library was built.  

Summerton, SC Apr 11, 1940 

Howdy!  

 In God we trust, In Florida we bust, Headed home, so watch our dust!  

               Joe 

1940 



This postcard from 1945 shows Downtown Walterboro at the close of World 

War II when it was still the center of business, shopping and society in the town.  

Walterboro, SC Nov 20, 1945 

Hello. Well we are traveling north on our way home. Expect to get home till Monday if nothing happen. We 

wore down in Charleston. That is shure a big place. We came back to Walterboro. There we stay for two 

nights. That is a nice place two. We are leaving for Fayetteville on Tue morning.  Coming closer home…. We 

don’t need to were any coats. It is really hot.   Grandma 

1945 



The South Side Tourist Court was one of many small motor courts that sprang up along US 15 in the 

1940s to accommodate northern tourist traveling through town. South Side Tourist Court was located 

on Jefferies Blvd. between the Courthouse and the Dairy Land. This linen postcard dates to 1947.  

Saint Petersburg, FL Oct 16, 1947 

Intended to call before we left, so will send a card of our safe arrival Sun. Oct 12. July 

weather & no signs of hurricanes here. Want to move in our apt. by Nov. 1st. Building go-

ing fine so far. Hope this finds you on the gain. Myra & Ernest Field 

1947 



This postcard of the Old Jail Building in 1949 was part of a series of postcards of historic Colleton 

County scenes photographed in the 1940s including the Sheldon Church Ruins, Bonnie Doone     

Plantation, the Courthouse, Dogwood Hills Golf Course, the Walterboro City Hall and other sites. 

Boca Raton, FL Apr 21, 1949 

Hi Folks. Isn’t this place beautiful? We just left Savannah, GA. Ought to be in Florida by 

night.          Jean & Earl MacKenzie 

1949 



This color photograph postcard from 1949 shows the historic Little Library building (left) and the old 

Civic League Building (right) which served as a meeting site for the local Girl Scout Troop in the late 

1950s/early 1960s. The old Civic League Building was torn down in the 1960s.  

Hardeeville, SC Feb 10, 1959 

Dear Frances, Here we are in South Carolina, will go through Georgia and possibly make Dayton, 

Fla. by to-morrow night. We’ve driven 816 mi since yesterday a.m. To-day was rainy, but the moon 

came out to-night so guess we’ll have a nice day to-morrow… M & Irving 

1959 



This postcard from 1963 shows Lee’s Motel, one of many small motels that popped along Route 15 in 

and around Walterboro in the 1950’s. While popular with travelers in the mid-20th century, many of 

these motels closed after the opening of I-95 in the early 1970s shifted tourist traffic to the west.  

Manning, SC April 09, 1963 

Dear Rich: This is the motel we are staying in tonight. We traveled 49 miles today. I didn’t realize it 

till we got here. My mileage meter stopped working today when I hit a hole in the road. The man in 

the next motel gave me his mileage… See you soon.  Love Grammy 

1963 



Walterboro 

The Highway Hub 

 

This tourism brochure, 

published by the    

Walterboro Chamber 

of Commerce in the 

1950’s shows the full 

Highway 15 route, as 

well as several other 

major highways that 

bought New England 

visitors straight to 

Walterboro on their 

way to Florida.  

 

The brochure is part of 

the archival collection at 

the Colleton County  

Memorial Library.  



Walterboro 

Extends a Friendly 

Welcome 

 

The back side of this 

1950s era tourism bro-

chure sells Walterboro 

as a tourism destina-

tion and a great place 

to live.  

 

Postcards were made 

of many of the listed 

attractions, as well as 

the hotels, motels and 

motor courts which 

spread the word on 

the places to friends 

and family back home 

that visitors wrote to.  

 

The brochure is part of 

the archival collection at 

the Colleton County  

Memorial Library.  



Can You Spot the Difference? 

Its all about Interstates! The 1960s tourism map (top) shows the major highways of the 

time, while the 1980s tourism map (bottom) shows the addition of I-95, I-26, I-20, I-77 and I-85. 

From “South Carolina Tourist Guide” Mid-20th Century in the 

archival collection of the Colleton County Memorial Library.  

From “Come See S.C.” travel booklet, circa 1980s, from the   

archival collection of the Colleton County Memorial Library.  



Postcards from Route 15 
utilizes archival material from the                                 

Colleton County Memorial Library 
(www.ColletonLibrary.org) in Walterboro, SC                   

along with postcards from a private collection. 


